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have got to move toward a simple, non-
bureaucratic health care system which
guarantees health care to every Amer-
ican. That is what our vision must be
when we talk about family values.
What we must be saying is that every
family in America knows that they
will be able to go to the doctor of their
choice without worrying that they are
going to go bankrupt.

So, Mr. Speaker, while we continue
the fight against these disastrous cuts
in Medicare and Medicaid, we must
hold out the vision for a single-payer,
State-administered health care system
which guarantees health care to all
people, and in fact we can guarantee
health care to people, to every man,
woman, and child in America, and we
can spend less than we are right now
with our wasteful, and bureaucratic,
and inadequate system.

Mr. Speaker, I think the last point
that I want to touch on has to do with
campaign finance and election reform,
and that is, as I think many Americans
understand, it is not a level playing
field in terms of what goes on here. We
have our freshman Republican class
who are revolutionaries, and they cer-
tainly are. Mr. Speaker, as I under-
stand it, they have broken all of the
records from any other class in the his-
tory of Congress in raising corporate
PAC money. The biggest corporations;
that is pretty revolutionary, I suppose,
getting far more than any other class
has received.

Mr. Speaker, 29 percent of the mem-
bers of the United States are million-
aires. My understanding is 25 percent
of the freshman Republican class are
millionaires, millionaires, and it seems
to me, Mr. Speaker, that if we do not
want to convert the House of Rep-
resentatives, the people’s body, into a
House of Lords, we need some pretty
fundamental campaign finance reform
which takes away the ability of big
money interests to continue to domi-
nate what goes on here in the Congress.

Let me just briefly touch upon some
of the issues that I think must be ad-
dressed in any serious campaign fi-
nance reform legislation.

No. 1, we have got to revisit the issue
of very, very wealthy people being able
to buy elections. I have nothing per-
sonally against Steve Forbes, or Ross
Perot, or anybody else, so it is not a
personal criticism of them. But I really
think it is unfair that people who are
just born or perhaps made hundreds
and hundreds and millions of dollars,
that they have the freedom to get up
and say, well, you know, getting bor-
ing, you know, middle age, tired of my
business career. I think that I am
going to run for the President of the
United States. Why not? Let us take
out $25 million, $50 million out of the
old checking account. No problem. We
are worth a billion dollars, we are
worth a half a billion dollars, and guess
what? We will break the monotony. We
will run for the President of the United
States. Gee, that must be a lot of fun.

So I have nothing against Steve
Forbes or Ross Perot; they are fine

people. But I think that we have got to
create a situation in which every
American has the ability, should be
able to run for President of the United
States, should be able to run for the
Senate, should be able to run for the
House, should be able to run for Gov-
ernor, and not just millionaires. And
what we are seeing is not just on the
presidential level. Do not kid yourself.
More and more people who are running
for the United States Senate or run-
ning for the United States House of
Representatives are millionaires. The
leadership of both parties is soliciting
those people. It is pretty easy. You do
not have to worry about raising funds
for these guys. They are millionaires;
they will pay for it themselves.

And we are seeing this also not only
here in Washington, you are seeing it
in State capitals as well. Millionaires,
you know, became Governor of Louisi-
ana not so long ago, and that is the
pattern.

Is that what we want for America? Is
that what people fought and died for,
to defend democracy for, that we end
up having people with huge amounts of
money running the government? I do
not think so. I do not think that is
right.

So I think we want to revisit Butler
versus Valeo, the very wrong-headed
Supreme Court decision which basi-
cally said, gee, millionaires and bil-
lionaires have a constitutional right, a
freedom of expression, to buy elections.
I think that is wrong, and I think
through a constitutional amendment
or perhaps rethinking on the part of
the Supreme Court we have got to re-
visit that issue. Wealthy people should
not be able to buy elections.

Second of all, if we are talking about
fairness and elections, the most impor-
tant issue is to limit the amount of
money that can be spent in an election,
and we can argue whether for a House
race that should be $400,000, $500,000, or
$600,000, but that is the most important
thing. If somebody has $2 million,
somebody has a hundred thousand dol-
lars, the guy with the $2 million is
going to win the vast majority of the
time, no matter how good or bad that
person may be. So we want to limit the
amount of money that can be spent.

And third, we want to make sure that
the money itself is not coming from
wealthy, powerful interests, but from
ordinary people, and I think what we
probably want to do is have a combina-
tion of small contributions balanced
off against public funding of elections
so we do not have to have spectacles of
the Republican National Committee, I
guess it was, holding a fundraiser in
Washington, DC, and on one night rais-
ing $16 million, and Mr. GINGRICH going
around the country at $10,000 a plate
fundraisers, and in fairness it is Repub-
licans who do this; the Democrats do it
as well. And I think we want to end
that type of politics.

Mr. Speaker, I would simply conclude
my remarks by suggesting that this
country faces some serious problems;

there is no question about that. But I
think those problems are solvable. I do
not think there is anything that I have
discussed today, the lack of a national
health care system, decent wages for
our middle class growing out between
the rich and the poor. I think those
problems are solvable. But I want to
say this. Those problems are not going
to be solved if tens of millions of Amer-
ican people continue to turn off to the
political system. People fought and
died to continue this country as a de-
mocracy, and we are insulting those
people when we say, oh, politics, hey
that is all crap, they are all crooks, I
am not going to get involved. Wrong.

And I want to say this also; that
there are people in Congress and in
government who really do not want or-
dinary Americans to vote and to par-
ticipate in the political process be-
cause, if you only have a small number
of people who are voting, as in the last
election where we had 38 percent of the
people, then big money can dominate
what goes on if ordinary people in the
middle class do not participate.

So let me simply conclude by saying
this country has serious problems, but
they are solvable problems. We can cre-
ate policies by which the middle class
will expand rather than shrink. We can
create policies by which we do not have
$160 billion a year trade deficit. We can
create policies which move us toward a
balanced budget in a fair way, by deal-
ing with corporate welfare and defense
spending rather than slashing Medicare
and Medicaid. We can improve edu-
cation in this country and make col-
lege affordable for every middle-class
and working-class young person. We do
not have to continue to have, by far,
the highest rate of childhood poverty
in the industrialized world. We can ad-
dress those issues. But we will not ad-
dress those issues unless ordinary peo-
ple begin to stand up, and fight back,
and make the effort to reclaim this
government which belongs to them. It
does not simply belong to the million-
aires and billionaires who have used
this government for their own inter-
ests. It belongs to ordinary Americans,
middle class and the working people of
this country.

So I hope, Mr. Speaker, that we can
see a reinvigoration of democracy in
this country, serious political debate
about how we can improve life for the
vast majority of our people. That is my
hope, and I think if people do that, we
are going to see some really good
changes in this country.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Kalbough,
one of his secretaries.
f

THE NEW POPULISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr.
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